
Since Bethlehem Bible College was established 40 years ago we have been faithfully guided 
by God’s calling. In 2020 and following, the College will continue this faithful journey and put 
all our efforts into sustaining the blessings we have received for the future generations to 
come.  

1979 - 2019  

The Ongoing Journey of Faithfulness

« Because of the LORD‘s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; 

 great is your faithfulness. »   Lamentations 23-3:22
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Message from the President  

When you know that you are the only Christian Evangelical institution 
in the Holy Land that was given the call from the Lord 40 years ago 
to train leaders in Arabic, for the task of expanding God’s Kingdom 
in our country and beyond, you know that you are walking on holy 
ground. 

I think about the call of the prophet Isaiah in the sixth chapter of 
the book of his prophecy, and how heavy that calling was. Yet, 
with humility and obedience, he accepted the call from God and 
ministered to his people. We feel our call is just as heavy, yet we 
know that we are not alone, God Emmanuel is with us. We also 
cherish the encouragement of so many of you, our friends, who pray 
for us, support us in different ways, and visit us here in Bethlehem. 
This is proof that God is with us as well; He has been with us during 
the past 40 years and will continue to be our Emmanuel for the next stage of our work and ministry. 

As you might know, this year also marked our 40th anniversary and oh, how we celebrated and 
highlighted God’s faithfulness with Bethlehem Bible College! As you read through our Annual 
Report, may you be encouraged and challenged as well, to be part of this great ministry that God 
is using to expand his Kingdom in manifold ways. You will read about the endeavors we undertook 
in 2019 – courses, programs, and outreaches that ministered to a multitude of people from many 
walks of life. More importantly, you will notice the focus we have on empowering leaders for both 
the local church and the global church.

The future holds for us diverse opportunities and potential doors to open, yet even in these we 
should not enter in fear but with trust in the Lord and courage. Our heart should not be shaken from 
what happens around us, rather, in the same faith and trust that our founder Dr. Bishara Awad had, 
we shall continue in that path and harness every opportunity before us to expand God's Kingdom. 

As the Lord has given me the honor to represent Bethlehem Bible College locally and globally, I 
see now, more than ever, how this little College, in the little town of Bethlehem, is not just making 
a difference locally, but it has a real effect and impact globally. Being on global stages, mingling 
around world-class theologians and leaders from every walk of life makes me proud of what God 
has done through our College, to God alone be the glory. 

As the Bethlehem Bible College board members, Senior Leadership Team, faculty, staff, and 
students, we are so grateful for another year of serving the Lord in our country and beyond.
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ORGANIZATIONAL GOVERNANCE, 

LEADERSHIP, AND IMPACT 

        Message from Board Chairman

It has been a challenging and exciting year for Bethlehem Bible 
College - challenging due to political instability, the wars around 
us, and the high unemployment among Palestinians. Exciting be-
cause of the growth of our online program and development of our 
outreach programs including media, women’s empowerment, com-
munity training, and launching of an institute to study justice and 
peace. The Bible College has been and will always be part of Pales-
tinian community and society, serving people through our outreach 
programs, academic excellence, and open doors.    

The Board of Bethlehem Bible College is proud of the amazing accomplishments that the College 
has achieved through our dedicated staff, faculty, friends, and supporters. Our goals of empowering 
servant leaders to follow Jesus, serve the church, and engage the world were evidenced in the pow-
erful testimonies expressed during our 40th Anniversary. Alumni highlights included the mentoring 
relationships developed with faculty and how these relationships were instrumental in their spiritual 
growth. Graduates also greatly appreciated how the Bible is incorporated into the classroom set-
ting, and how they had opportunities to put theory into practice. 

In 2020 we will be revisiting our strategic and operational plans, looking at the challenges and op-
portunities, addressing the issue of sustainability and generating income to keep the College stable 
and strong. So I am asking all of you to pray for us as we discern God’s will, calling, and blessings. 
We will also be holding our Sixth Christ at the Checkpoint Conference, with the theme of “Hope 
and Resilience in a Broken World.” I really hope you will be able to come and attend. This is your 
College, too - you are part of this amazing family and we want you to be involved - so please, come 
and visit us! 

Finally, I give thanks to God for the blessings He continually showers upon us. Bethlehem Bible Col-
lege has an amazing group of faculty and staff who work tirelessly in fulfilling our mission. The Board 
is a dedicated group who work hard in providing direction, wisdom, and encouragement as we 
face different challenges. I also thank God for the many who faithfully support the College through 
prayers, students, and financial support. Without you, the College would not exist. I consider it a joy 
and privilege to serve in the ministry of Bethlehem Bible College.

Dr. Tanas Alqassis     
Chairman, Bethlehem Bible College Board of Trustees

4



     

       Board of Trustees 
Bethlehem Bible College’s Board of Trustees held their semiannual meetings in May and October 
2019 at Bethlehem Bible College, led by the Board Chairman, Dr. Tanas Alqassis. Our Senior Lead-
ership Team, including Rev. Dr. Jack Sara, the President, Mrs. Jihan Twemeh Nazzal, the Administra-
tive Director, Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac, the Academic Dean, and Mrs. Shireen Awwad Hilal, Director 
of the Community Development and Outreach Center, all attended the meeting. Relevant topics 
concerning the current situation of the College, its plans for the future, and prospects for develop-
ment were discussed. Reports by each department were also submitted and discussed.

The leadership’s plan for this upcoming year is to work on strategic planning for the coming five 
years, which will include all the College’s departments, and to finalize the Human Resources system 
of the College by the end of 2020. 

‹ One of the main goals of this year is to work on 
capacity building for the staff ›  

Mrs. Jihan Twemeh Nazzal, Director of Administration.

‹ The number 40 generally symbolizes a period of testing, trial, or probation. Certainly, in 
these 40 years of the life of Bethlehem Bible College, many were the experiences of testing, 
trial, or even probation. Your faith has been tested in financial matters, external persecutions. 
We also imagine the days of pain, sadness, and crying for not understanding how to move 
on. However, in these 40 years of Bethlehem Bible College’s life, many victories have been 
experienced, even today. The powerful manifestation of the Lord in your lives never left you 
without His provisions. Indeed, God has used many people and organizations to support you 

in these 40 years. Today is the day to remember and honor them! ›  

South American Theological Seminary, Brazil
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  Bethlehem Bible College 40th Anniversary Celebration

Bethlehem Bible College celebrated its 40th anniversary under the theme of “The Ongoing Jour-
ney of Faithfulness.” The College held a celebration event during the first week of November, 
the purpose being mainly to celebrate the College’s accomplishments and envision together the 
future of this ministry. The first day of our celebration was held at the College’s auditorium and 
focused on our students and alumni, while the second day was more diverse; it offered a lecture in 
the morning on “The Future of the Palestinian Church: Hope and Challenges” by Rev. Dr. Munther 
Isaac. Afterward, there was an opportunity to tour the College and the Bethlehem area, followed 
by a grand fundraising gala dinner. The dinner focused on networking and fundraising, which in-
cluded an auction held during the dinner. Students, alumni, faculty, staff, strategic partners, and 
friends all came together for the special occasion - more than 200 people were able to be with us 
during the weekend celebration, and many more were sending prayers and support. All proceeds 
will help support the continuity of the College’s 40 years of commitment, giving back to the local 
community, mainly through student tuition assistance. 

Watch the video highlight of the event: 
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OUR COMMUNITY 

+2,150
New Likes

+1,340
Receiving Our Newsletters

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

AROUND THE WORLD

        The Global Impact of a Small College 

Every year we are blessed with hundreds of visitors – groups, families, and individuals - from around 
the world who want to know more about the Palestinian church. For example, in 2019 a delegation 
of leaders of the World Evangelical Alliance from Europe, Asia, North and South America and Africa, 
headed by Archbishop Ephraim Tandirou, visited the College. The delegation came specifically to 
hear and witness the situation of the Palestinian people, and to add to their future agenda a plan to 
support Palestinians and help evangelicals around the world to support a just and comprehensive 
peace in the Holy Land, taking practical steps to support Palestinians so they can live freely and 
peacefully in their land. Come, see, and tell! 

‹ What can I say, the College is a deeply rooted Christian witness to Christians in Palestine and 
throughout the world! My brief visits a few years ago left me with a deep desire to return. ›  

Ann Johnson, a friend of BethBC. 

        Ta’Shuf Tours

At Bethlehem Bible College we hope that everyone 
who hears about us and supports us can come to visit 
this beautiful land we call home. We often have people 
looking for more than just a packaged tour that will 
enable them to visit the Bible College as well as to see 
all of the important sites central to our faith. It was for 
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this reason that we established Ta’Shuf Tours – so you can “Come and See!” In 2019 we had several 
groups and many individuals and families plan their ideal tour through Ta’Shuf Tours. 

Visit our website:
 www.tashuftours.com , to see our list of upcoming trips!

        Mission Network News

In 2019, Mission Network News (MNN) continued to 
shine a spotlight on Bethlehem Bible College through 
a series of articles and short news highlights. MNN’s 
interviews and articles spanned many topics ranging 
from the College’s perseverance in training up Chris-
tian leaders in the midst of uncertainty, how to get in-
volved through volunteering at BethBC, and even a 
more historically accurate depiction of Christmas in 
Bethlehem as told by Tour Guide Program Coordi-
nator, Haytham Dieck. It is a tremendous blessing to 
have MNN share the work of Bethlehem Bible College 
to their audience of more than 1 million followers and 
expose more and more people to the realities faced 
by Palestinian Christians in the land. 

To view these articles, visit their website: 

www.tashuftours.com
www.mnnonline.org/mission_groups/bethlehem-bible-college%20


FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2019

$1,690,037  

Total Income
$1,777,604
Total Expenses

Bethlehem Bible College’s source of funding is mainly from foreign contributions (61.3%). The 
locally generated income constitutes 38.7% of its total income and comes from students’ tui-
tion, production services, Star Bazaar Gift Shop, guesthouse, dining services, community pro-
grams, conferences. 

Sources of funds can be classified further as:

	 •	U.S:	73%					International:	27%
	 •	Foundations:	42%,	Churches	30%,	Individuals	27%,	Businesses	1%

37.2%
Academic department

15.4%
New Vision Media Center 

4.10%
Giftshop 0.7%

Guest House

2.2%
Conference 

2.2%
Church & community support

1.2%
Funds

37.3%
General

Program Services Expense, by Cost Center
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      Summary Financial Statement
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Yearly Income & Expense Comparison



ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

 BA in Biblical Studies 

In the fall of 2019, we had 20 on-campus students in our BA in Biblical Studies Program (with an ad-
ditional 52 students in our sister college, Nazareth Evangelical College). Despite all the difficulties 
of the complex political situation and the hardships Palestinians live in, these students do not lose 
heart, but train to offer strength to others, based on their experience that God is faithful and He 
always leads us through. In a land where opportunities are scarce, these students accept the chal-
lenge to be equipped in academics, as well as spiritual and social issues. They receive the full atten-
tion of the BethBC administration, faculty, and staff, who become their family and second home.

Our students take advantage of many academic and spiritual opportunities, for example, the 
chance to travel and be involved in ministries such as serving the refugees in Jordan, learning com-
passion and how to help. Their classroom courses include children’s ministry and social ministry, 
in which they are required to volunteer in NGOs (ministries for the elderly or people with disabili-
ties). Their spiritual development is fostered through biweekly chapel services and our “Christian 
and Spiritual Life” and “Christian Spirituality” courses. 

Our 2019 graduating class in the BA in Biblical Studies included 6 students. Most of our graduates 
find jobs in churches, schools, and other sectors. Because of the College’s reputation in society, 
our students often get higher positions in the private and governmental sectors.  

Ghada Bannoura is a third-year student in the BA in Biblical Studies Program. She says, “I am enrolled at Beth-
lehem Bible College because I have a passion to serve God in my community. After coming to faith in Jesus, 
my desire to know Him more and more increased. BethBC has opened doors for me to further my knowledge 
and understanding of the Word of God through my studies. Through my studies, I realized that I have a desire 
to serve in women’s ministry or even in the field of teaching. I am thankful for the ability to study and minister 
while also raising my four children alongside my husband. I give thanks for the amaz-
ing work that the Lord is doing in my family, my future ministry, and our community.

“I do want to seek more education (MA degrees and beyond if possible), while also 
teaching in the meantime. BethBC is helping this unfold, and it is opening doors 
for me. Recently, I was invited by BethBC to attend a theological symposium in 
Chicago, which was amazing to take part in. These types of out-of-classroom con-
ferences and events extend our knowledge and allow us to network and further 
our understanding of what we have been taught in our studies in Bethlehem. This 
is of tremendous value to us as students.”
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       MA in Christian Ministry and Leadership

In 2019 the MA Program had 6 enrolled students, 4 from 
the West Bank and 2 from the Gaza Strip (plus an additional 
14 students from Nazareth Evangelical College). The MA in 
Christian Ministry and Leadership is one of a kind in Pales-
tine, and essential to raising up trained and qualified leaders 
for the church in the Holy Land. The ratio of students en-
rolled to the number of Christians in Palestine is very high, 
and students who are enrolled are highly motivated to gain 
the knowledge and the Christian training the College pro-
vides. These students have a clear, demonstrable call to lead 
the church in Palestine. 

For example, Nahida Sleibe is a student in our MA in Christian Ministry & Leadership program. 
She enrolled in this program because it is a completion of her educational journey in the Word 
and ministry. Secondly, she wanted to develop her leadership skills. Thirdly, she wants to be con-
stantly engaged with the Word of God to renew the motivation within her for service and giving. 
She supports this motivation through her education and work. Most importantly, this study is 
important to her so God can use her more effectively in the ministry of the church. Nahida is cur-
rently volunteering in Sunday school, giving lessons and activities from the Bible to participating 
kids. She is also a member of the Order of St. Francis for the Seculars and holds the position of 
formation officer there. Nahida’s greatest challenge in ministry is to be faithful and trustworthy to 
all she serves, to deliver the Word of God with all sincerity and honesty, and to be an example of 
a loving and merciful servant.

        Online Diploma in Biblical Studies

The idea behind the Online Program comes from the Bethlehem Bible College leadership’s deep 
awareness of the need to share the Gospel in our region. There is a tremendous thirst to know 
God and it is apparent how eager people are to develop a relationship with Jesus. Students in the 
program see us as their family because they don’t have anyone local to teach them to know Jesus 
and understand the Bible. Some students tell us, “You are the window through which we can see 
Christ.” Students (including seekers) are growing closer to Christ individually. However, there is 
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a second layer to this program. We are ministering to ministers, pastors and church planters, disci-
ples and evangelists. These students testify how they are drawing closer to the Lord and how that 
effect passes along to those among whom they minister. God is working in this program – using 
BethBC teachers as a way of preparing other students to enter the realm of ministry and prepare 
them to be evangelists, pastors, and to disciple other groups.

By the end of 2019, we had 94 active students enrolled in the program. Altogether in the program, 
we had 174 students enrolled (both active and inactive). The flexibility in the online program allows 
students to move in and out of the program, taking courses as time, finances, and life situations al-
low. The majority of our students are pastors, ministry leaders, and preachers, and so for them, the 
aim is not to hurry up in finishing the course but to understand, to comprehend it. Those students 
want to get the maximum benefit out of the courses, but at the same time focus on their ministry. 
The distribution of students’ nationalities has continued to increase to 24 countries.

The program’s short term plans are to upgrade the diploma to a BA program and to get accredita-
tion from the Asia Theological Association (ATA) by the end of 2020.

‹ After joining the program, I can say that it has met my desires and passion. I’m studying 
the Scripture in depth and taking courses that allow me to enhance my practical ministry and 
spirituality. There is an interesting combination between the high academic level of courses and 
the richness of the program’s spiritual aspect, where we meet through courses on one side and 

discussions and prayers on the other side. ›  

Azad Kosa, online student living in Germany
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    Students Geographic Distribution  
       All of our students are Arab, living in the following countries:

19.80%

1.80%

5.40%

3.60%

4.50%

1.80%

0.90%

1.80%

0.90%

16.22%

0.90%
7.20%

5.40%

0.90%

1.80%

0.90%

4.50%

4.50%

4.50%

4.50%

4.50%

6.30%

3.60%
0.90%

1.80%
0.90% 0.90%

◊ Palestinian:  ----------------------	 (19.8%)
◊ Iraq:   --------------------------------	 (1.8%)
◊ Egyptian:   --------------------------	 (5.4%)
◊ Jordanian:   -------------------------	 (3.6%)
◊ Yemen:  ------------------------------	 (4.5%)
◊ United Kingdom:  ------------------	(1.8%)
◊ Brazil:   -------------------------------	 (0.9%)
◊ Finland:   ------------------------------	 (1.8%)
◊ Morocco:   ----------------------------	(0.9%)
◊ Sweden:     ----------------------	 (16.22%)
◊ Italy: ---------------------------------	 (0.9%)
◊ Germany:   --------------------------	 (7.2%)
◊ Canada:     ---------------------------	 (5.4%)
◊ Sudan:   -------------------------------	 (0.9%)

+

◊ Saudi Arabia:   -----------------------	(1.8%)
◊ Lebanon:   ----------------------------	 (0.9%)
◊ South Korea:   ------------------------	(0.9%)
◊ USA:   ----------------------------------	 (4.5%)
◊ Belgium:    -----------------------------	(4.5%)
◊ Switzerland:  --------------------------	(0.9%)
◊ New Zealand:   -----------------------	(0.9%)
◊ Turkey:   --------------------------------	(6.3%)
◊ Australia:   -----------------------------	(3.6%)
◊ Greece:   -------------------------------	(0.9%)
◊ Holland:   -------------------------------	(1.8%)
◊ Malaysia:   -----------------------------	(0.9%)
◊ China:    --------------------------------	(0.9%)
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      Tour Guide Program  

The Tour Guide Program plays an essential role in the guiding industry in Palestine. It is well known 
among tour companies, souvenir shops, and tour guides. Visiting groups often request a BethBC 
graduate to lead their tours. Many students enroll seeking a job opportunity, but soon are amazed 
by the amount of knowledge they gain, which really influences them and enriches their own identity. 
Due to the importance of the curriculum in shaping students’ narrative and identity, our Tour Guide 
Department (led by Mr. Haytham Deick) developed a solid Tour Guiding curriculum in English that 
is exclusive to Bethlehem Bible College. This curriculum has also boosted the performance of our 
students. 

In 2019, the Tour Guide program had our highest enrollment with 24 students. Top-quality students 
(20 to 50 years old) enroll, including students who already have a Diploma, BA, or/and MA degrees. 
We are proud of our students, all of whom have passed their exams without any failures. 

Through the Tour Guide Department, Bethlehem Bible College has become a reference point and 
a hosting partner for the Ministry of Tourism and Arab Tour Guide Union in the preparation and 
assistance of Tour Guiding Refreshment courses. (These courses are a requirement of the Ministry 
and the Union.) The College hosted its 6th course and had more than 80 Palestinian guides partic-
ipate. Also, collaborating with the Hebron Municipality and the Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, Bethlehem Bible College graduated 23 students from Hebron who successfully passed 
the Hebron Local Guide Intensive Course taught by our faculty. The course came in response to the 
local need of the Hebron community to have certified tour guides in the old city.

15



16

Mr. Deick also invited the international archaeological expert Prof. Dr. Lorenzo Nigro, to enrich his 
students and increase awareness and knowledge of the local community. Professor Nigro is consid-
ered one of the top archaeologists in the Levant and Mediterranean archaeology. He is well-known 
for his work at Tel es-Sultan, Jericho. This event was attended by a great number of tour guides, 
experts and professors.
The Tour Guide Department will continue developing and updating its current curriculum, and con-
tinue to host seminars and workshops that benefit the tour guides. In the future, the department 
aims to collaborate more with the Arab Tour Guide Union to start a mandatory internship program 
for BethBC students. Also, the department is in the process of developing a Spanish language train-
ing program for tour guides to enable them to guide in more languages.  

      Gaza Study Center  

Bethlehem Bible College’s Gaza Study Centre is entering its seventh year of activity. Already one 
student has graduated with a BA degree and one hopes to graduate in the near future. Four stu-
dents have continued at the Diploma level and others audit various ongoing courses. The Centre 
has continued through all the trauma and difficulties of life in Gaza to successfully teach nine stu-
dents through the MA program. One has already graduated and it is hoped that two will complete 
and graduate in 2020. Rev. John Angle, who has led the program, regularly visiting in Gaza, has 
been supported by visiting lecturers (who can obtain permission), a local pastor, Skype and Inter-
net-based teaching and online study. 

When the Study Centre opened, a variety of courses at various levels was being taught. At one point 
nearly 20 students were studying, but over the years numbers have declined for two reasons.  First, 
it is very hard to be a student in Gaza with erratic electricity supply, uncertainties about travel, and 
the constant threat of war and internal unrest making for a traumatic lifestyle and background. Stu-
dents suffer difficulty concentrating and feel a lack of hope and resilience. Despite encouragement 
and prayer they just give up and are disinclined to study when there are so many other demands on 
their time and spiritual and mental energy.

The second reason is that many Christians are leaving Gaza (if they can obtain permission) so the 
whole Christian community (currently 900 Christians in the Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Baptist 
Churches) is decreasing in number. At the beginning of 2019, there were 12 students in award 
bearing courses, but six students have left. The local pastor who was helping with teaching is also 
leaving.  There have been wonderful successes, however, two students have graduated with an MA, 



two will graduate in 2020 with an MA, and two will obtain the Diploma in Theology and Education. 
With such a small, declining community and the constant trauma of life in Gaza, it is difficult to see 
how the Centre can survive, let alone thrive!  We hope that short courses in Biblical Theology will 
continue at a certificate level with visiting and local teachers and that some Internet-based teaching 
from Bethlehem will draw some students.

Please pray for your brothers and sisters in this difficult and traumatic situation in Gaza. They need 
our love, encouragement, and prayers.
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      Students & Alumni  

‹ Studying is the light I walk under in serving the 
Kingdom of God. It grows and deepens my faith life 

and trains me to minister. ›  

Abu Ayman, an Online Biblical Studies graduate, testifies 
to growing in his faith. The impact on his community is a 
beacon of hope in the heartbreaking reality of brokenness.
 
Bethlehem Bible College’s graduation ceremony took place 
in the summer of 2019. BethBC graduated its 32nd class of the Biblical Studies Department. As we 
are proud of our students we are also proud of our alumni, to see them honor the College as they 
join this journey of faithfulness. Yousef Al-Khoury gave a speech during his graduation ceremony in 
2011, and in 2019 he led the graduation ceremony as one of the BethBC faculty.

VIDEO OF A STUDENT TESTIMONY

‹ There was a time when students used to go to the United States to 
study, and they never came back, but now big families are leaving for 
other countries. Our biggest accomplishment as Bethlehem Bible College 
is that 90% of our graduates are still living and serving in Palestine. ›  

Dr. Bishara Awad, Founder of BethBC

            Watch video :   

https://youtu.be/CAqdad7iUSU
https://www.facebook.com/BethlehemBibleCollege/videos/1245324462284425/


ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT

       Academic Coalition for Interfaith Dialogue in Palestine

Bethlehem Bible College and the Faculty of Sharia at An-Najah National University launched the Pal-
estinian Academic Forum for Interfaith Dialogue. This initiative was carried out by Rev. Dr. Munther 
Isaac, the Academic Dean of Bethlehem Bible College, and Dr. Amjad Abu El Ezz, Professor of Po-
litical Science at the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences at An-Najah National University. The 
initiative aims to promote civil peace in Palestine by creating real opportunities for communication 
between academics in Islamic law and theology to work together on changing misperceptions on 
both sides, strengthening brotherhood and rejecting extremism and racism, and creating a solid 
foundation for discussing fundamental ideas of interest to Christianity and Islam.

Rev. Isaac pointed out the need to always open channels of communication between members of 
the same community at a time when religion is exploited for political reasons and spreading discrim-
ination, stressing that the challenge before us is how to contribute, as academics in theology and 
Sharia, in spreading a culture of peace, justice, civil peace and renouncing extremism and racism.

Participants of the first workshop agreed on several axes for discussion, including Palestinian civil 
peace in the shadow of religious concepts, the concept of comprehensive citizenship, the rights 
of citizens, and the role of religion in the preservation of the land and holy sites, in addition to the 
concepts of diversity and their impact on the preservation of the Palestinian identity.

‹ It is time to think about how to love and share with our Muslim neighbor, how to develop long-
term relationships, preserve our cultural and religious pluralism in Palestine, and preserve the 

testimony of the Gospel as being salt and light in our country. ›  

Mr. Daniel Bannoura, faculty at BethBC
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       Professional Diploma in the Hebrew Language

The Palestinian Ministry of Higher Education accredited Bethlehem Bible College for the Profes-
sional Diploma Program in the Hebrew Language. The diploma is a one-year (three academic 
semesters) program. Since the diploma’s launch in fall 2019, the course already has around 30 
enrolled students. 

This initiative of bringing the diploma as an accredited course was through the Community Train-
ing Department led by Mrs. Claude Zeidan Juha. The diploma aims to prepare qualified cadres to 
work and meet the needs of a wide segment of our Palestinian community to acquire and learn the 
Hebrew language and its fundamentals, particularly those whose daily, economic, and professional 
activity is related to the Hebrew language. 

  Training for Christian Education High School Teachers

The Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Educa-
tion decided in 2018 to include the Christian education 
curriculum for 12th grade in the general secondary school 
exam Tawjihi starting this year. This is the first inclusion of 
its kind, as the curriculum of Muslim education has been 
there from the very beginning. This move, made by the 
Minister of Education and Higher Education Dr. Sabri Sid-
am, represents Muslim-Christian coexistence in Palestine, 
due to the cooperative efforts of the churches to produce 
the material needed for the curriculum.
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In cooperation with Bethlehem University, the College hosted training given by Rev. Dr. Munther 
Isaac and Mrs. Shireen Hilal for high school Christian education teachers. The College hosted 18 
teachers from all over Palestine, many of whom are our graduates and teach Christian curriculum 
in high schools. The training empowered teachers on how to write the exams and how to form the 
questions. 

      Academic Blog 
Due to the lack of Arabic resources for Arab 
speaking believers and those seeking to 
gain theological knowledge, in 2019 Beth-
BC launched an online academic blog in 
both Arabic and English. The journal will 
be written by the College’s highly-quali-
fied academic faculty members and other 
academics recognized by the College for 
their quality work. The blog is a free ac-
ademic space for the academics and friends of Bethlehem Bible College to publish biblical and 
theological articles pertaining to the Christian faith within the Palestinian context. 

The purpose of this blog is to finally have an online academic reference for Arab theologians locally 
and around the world, and for English speakers to get exposure to the richness of Palestinian the-
ology. Publishing this blog will encourage our faculty to be consistently productive and challenge 
them to conduct up-to-date research to continue gaining knowledge and therefore upgrade their 
teaching qualifications. 

The blogs will be frequently updated to the website (www.bethbc.edu/acblog) in both Arabic and 
English. So far, the articles published are from Rev. Dr. Yohanna Katanacho, “Religious Extremism 
in Christianity and Dealing with the Stranger,” and Dr. Salim Munayer, “A Christian Response to the 
Challenges of Modern Middle Eastern History.”
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CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS 

 Global Leadership Summit 6

Bethlehem Bible College, in collaboration with Willow Creek Association, held the sixth annual 
Global Leadership Summit (GLS). The GLS is a leadership conference broadcast live from the 
Willow Creek Association’s campus near Chicago, to hundreds of locations in North America and 
more than 675 locations in 125 different countries. The Summit, which attracted more than 100 
participants, is an opportunity for the College to work together and serve the community. Leaders 
from different backgrounds and disciplines from all over Palestine participated in the conference. 
The College was thrilled to receive Christian and Muslim leaders from Bethlehem, Hebron, Na-
blus, Jerusalem, and the Galilee. A wide range of sectors was represented including businesses, 
governmental entities, non-profits, education, and religious organizations.

‹ It was a very rich leadership day that enriched the information of every church and community 
leader. I had the privilege to meet influential and productive community leaders.  ›  

Fr. Rami Asakria, a second-time attendee at the GLS

Speakers at this year’s Summit were exceptional. Locally, we had Mrs. Vera Baboun, who was 
elected as the first woman Mayor of the city of Bethlehem and is currently a member of the Pales-
tinian National Council and the Palestinian Women’s Union. Mr. Rifat Kassis, a Palestinian human 
rights writer and activist, also participated in a lecture about his experience as a leader and the 
challenges he faced during his career.

Bethlehem Bible College is always honored to serve the Palestinian community through confer-
ences and workshops that enable leaders to develop their skills to enrich the field in which they 
work and influence.
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      Workshop on Gender at BethBC

The New Vision Media Center at Bethlehem Bi-
ble College, in cooperation with the Swedish 
PMU, and with the participation of a wide range 
of women’s rights and community organizations, 
held a workshop on gender at Bethlehem Bible 
College. This workshop lasted for three days dur-
ing which activists and human rights activists dis-
cussed all the social, political and legal aspects 
of gender issues. The staff and faculty of BethBC 
were able to participate in this workshop.

The Director of the Development of Women’s 
Media Association, Ms. Suhair Farraj, interacted 
with the participants by challenging them to ana-
lyze media content and its hidden messages that 
reflect the stereotypical view of women. The legal advisor, Fatima Dana, from Bissan Center, presented 
the legal reality of women and explained the inherent problem in the laws that impede women’s equity 
and the complex injustice that it spans. Ms. Khawla Azrak discussed violations that women are subject-
ed to in the workplace, where women do not receive fair pay in return for their work. Raising awareness 
of one’s rights is very essential; in this way, we support women and help them stand up for themselves. 

 Conferences Around the World

North Park Theological Seminary of Chicago, IL, 
USA hosted their annual symposium (“Holy Land: 
Biblical Perspectives and Contemporary Conflicts”) 
with BethBC President Rev. Dr. Jack Sara, Rev. Dr. 
Munther Isaac, 2 students, and Nazareth Evangeli-
cal College faculty attending. BethBC and North 
Park Theological Seminary have a memorandum of 
understanding that allows for participation in each 
one›s respective classes, seminars, and symposiums.  

Professor of Comparative Religions Daniel Bannoura 
presented a paper on “land verses” in the Qur’an at 
the International Qur’anic Studies Association’s an-
nual meeting, in conjunction with the Society of Biblical Literature in San Diego, CA, USA. After-
ward, Daniel presented a speaking tour in California and Texas. He spoke on the ongoing conflict 
with Palestine/Israel, Palestinian theology, and Christian-Muslim relations. 

Bethlehem Bible College participated in the Theological Forum for Evangelical Thought in the 
Arab World, held in Amman, Jordan by the Middle East and North Africa Association for Theo-
logical Education (MENATE). The delegation included Rev. Dr. Jack Sara, Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac, 
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Mr. Bahjat Khader, and Mr. Daniel Bannoura. This meeting was entitled “Attracting Young Peo-
ple and Activating Their Role in the Church,” and discussed ways to face the challenge of young 
people leaving the Church, and how to equip young people to face challenges such as atheism.

Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac was also in Taiwan as the main speaker in a major evangelical student mission 
conference. Rev. Isaac said: “I spoke of the kingdom of God as a rival to Empire and religious insti-
tutions, and highlighted our experience in Bethlehem from behind the wall. I underlined concepts 
like peacemaking, justice, sacrificial love, faithfulness, discipleship, and above all, love. These ideas 
resonated with many there, especially those who were looking for examples of connecting faith with 
reality.”
Near the end of 2019, President Jack Sara and President Emeritus, Dr. Bishara Awad, traveled to Pre-
toria, South Africa to participate in a church planting conference. The gathering had people from all 
around the globe, who encouraged and shared testimonies about indigenous church planting move-
ments in cultures around the world. President Jack Sara commented, “Conferences allow us to gather 
resources and build stronger networks. BethBC has a global impact with our students that are now 
serving all over the world.” Our network and impact are bolstered through these gatherings, and these 
meetings help to fuel the ministry of Bethlehem Bible College.
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BETHLEHEM BIBLE COLLEGE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
& OUTREACH CENTER

           Shepherd Society

During 2019, the Shepherd Society was able to reach over 4,300 individuals and 850 families. 
Those direct beneficiaries were served through the Shepherd Society’s wide-ranging programs: 
Medical Aid, Family to Family Sponsorship, Microfinance Projects, Refugee Aid, and Food Par-
cel Distribution. Other local initiatives included bringing the community together for Easter and 
Christmas to spread joy as well as the message of Biblical love and salvation.

Each program deeply impacted our community. The Shepherd Society intervenes in cases where 
patients can’t purchase their vital medicines, or are not able to cover their urgent surgeries. In 
2019, services were provided to 385 individuals through the Medical Aid program in the Bethle-
hem area. The Family to Family Sponsorship provided basic needs ($50 per month) to 45 families 
in the Bethlehem region and built relationships between Christian families from two different 
countries. Food Parcel Distributions were made to 750 families, especially around Christmas and 
Easter in the Bethlehem district. Aid was delivered to 240 refugees (60 families). Support was 
given to 12 families to start businesses through the Microfinance Program, to be able to cover 
their needs from their own income. On the BethBC Star Bazaar website are examples of families 
supported by the Shepherd Society in the past; now we support them by selling their products. 

The need in the community was almost triple what we could offer, so we cooperated with several 
institutions in Bethlehem to cover the largest number of needy individuals and families in the Beth-
lehem District, especially with their medical needs. This is in addition to renewing our relationship 
with the local governmental (municipal) institutions to find solutions for the needy and marginal-
ized people in the District. 
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The Shepherd Society was elected by the Refugee Highway Partnership (a worldwide organiza-
tion that takes care of refugees around the world) to represent Palestine in the MENA region. 
They made two mission trips in 2019 to serve part of the 722,000 Syrian and Iraqi refugees living 
in Jordan, especially in Al-Mafraq (on the border with Syria). Bethlehem Bible College students, 
alongside Shepherd Society staff, went to Jordan for their 10th visit to serve refugees in Jordan. 
The purpose of the visit is to show refugees love and support by standing alongside them in their 
pain, praying with them, and giving them basic supplies like food and blankets. During the visit, 
two Syrian women were provided the financial means to start a sewing project. These two women 
are very talented, and this support gave them the initiative to start their sustainable project which 
will help them get on their feet amid their challenging circumstances since it is illegal for them to 
work in Jordan to earn money.

With the help of the Shepherd Society’s faithful volunteers, 2019 was the first year to officially 
launch the Shepherd Society’s e-newsletter and Facebook page to stay in touch with friends and 
donors. In this way, supporters are made aware of the growing needs of the community and can 
respond with the needed funding and resources.

‹ The refugees are losing hope. They have been stuck in Jordan for a long time. They can‘t work, 
study, travel, and feel that life has given up on them. That was the hardest thing to feel and 
hear from them. We tried our best to comfort them, listen to their stories and feel their pain. ›  

Sari Zeidan, Head of the Shepherd Society 

The words of our beneficiaries after they receive help illustrate why we exist. Here is what they had 
to say:  
H.E. said: “Your support was able to bring my breath back. Thank you for standing with me 
while no one from my family visited me after my accident” 
Kh.A. said: “I left my house saying to myself, ‘How can I provide food for my kids? I don’t 
have any money in my pocket!’ At that same time, you called me to tell me that you have a 
food parcel for me. Thank you, LORD!” 
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       “A Pot in His Hand” Women’s Ministry 

In 2019, “A Pot in His Hand” women’s ministry held 5 
seasonal events for women to focus on emotional health, 
spiritual growth, and self-awareness, with about 30 wom-
en attending each event. In addition to the large group 
events, “A Pot in His Hand” also focuses on discipleship 
and mentoring. Mentoring is provided by Dr. Madleine 
Sara in three different ways; one-on-one, small groups of 
4-5 members (of the total 15 women in this program), and 
overnight retreats and training. These 15 mentees, in turn, 
disciple and mentor others, which has multiplied the number of women impacted. The ministry also 
includes individual counseling for students and women from the community. Additionally, we com-
pleted the first year of an accredited monthly course (called “Empower”) from Nyack Seminary in 
New York. “Empower” is an intensive course (with 6 students) that requires reading, reflection pa-
pers, and two hours of mentoring per month.

As usual, the ministry published its regular biannual magazine in 2019. The first edition theme was 
“Celebrating Life,” with 600 copies distributed widely throughout the country. The second magazine 
was published with the theme of “Starting Over,” with 700 copies distributed. The Facebook page 
for “A Pot in His Hand” is very active, posting daily, encouraging women around the world. The 
ministry is also reaching women internationally through Dr. Madleine’s involvement in gatherings for 
MENA women. One gathering was held in Spain in May 2019, and another gathering was held in 
August in Sweden where Dr. Madleine was able to preach and conduct training. 

The impact of the program is that our women are growing in their knowledge of the word of God 
and their passion to serve. They are growing in character, becoming more Christ-like, and finding 
opportunities to serve in their churches or other ministries. This multiplication of women leaders and 
reproducing disciples is one of our main goals, and we are grateful that the Lord allows us to see this 
happening.
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 New Vision Media Center  
In addition to providing services in filming and video production, New Vision Media Center (NVMC) 
trains future filmmakers and had their 8th graduating class of seven students in the summer of 
2019. During the year the center produced videos for the College’s Online Diploma in Biblical 
Studies, “A Pot in His Hand” women’s ministry, Shepherd Society events, and (along with the De-
velopment & Communication Department) co-filmed the 40th Anniversary Celebration as well as 
other events held at the College. As a source of financial support, the NVMC also produces videos 
for clients and TV shows. The Center was able to produce 11 television episodes on social advo-
cacy and democracy. About 140 people are directly impacted by this project, while the indirect 
impact is around 2,000 people who watch these TV episodes. The main purpose of these episodes 
is to increase people’s awareness about their rights and influence authorities to change and apply 
laws that support human rights.

Bethlehem Bible College received a grant from the Quality Improvement Fund of the Ministry of 
Education & Higher Education (funded by the World Bank) for a project entitled: “Investment in 
Students for Media Market and Self-Employment,” designed to enhance the transition from edu-
cation to work for Palestinian youth. The objective of this project is to tackle the crisis of unemploy-
ment among graduates, especially in the field of media, where there is an increase in the number of 
graduates at the expense of the quality of education, leading to a lack of employment opportuni-
ties. The first phase of the project (in 2019) involved materials, equipment, and upgrading theoret-
ical and technical curriculum to one that focuses more on digital media, and training staff members 
in the new curriculum. The program began with 10 students, six of whom are already professionals 
working in television and radio, who want to upgrade their skills. The second and third years of the 
project will be implementing these changes and training students in the curriculum and practical 
applications.
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 Community Training 

Through our Community Training Department, Bethle-
hem Bible College was able to boost our community's 
capabilities and skills. Training was provided in the Eng-
lish language, Hebrew language (diploma program), 
and Universal Concept of Mental Arithmetic System 
(UCMAS). During 2019, the Community Training De-
partment taught English language skills to 200 Pales-
tinians. The students enrolled are from neighboring 
refugee camps, Hebron, Nablus, Bethlehem, and sur-
rounding villages. Students develop their English skills 
in grammar, comprehension, reading, and speaking. 
These courses enable the students to apply for certificates in International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS) and Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), which are essential 
for their future in education or some jobs. In addition, the Community Training Department pro-
vided intensive courses through a team of volunteers from the US and UK. One training was tai-
lored especially for school teachers and another for those who work in the medical field. Around 
22 teachers took the intensive course, and 15 nurses and doctors took the specialized English 
nursing course. The courses helped students learn the correct terms to use within their fields to 
increase their efficiency and professionalism.  Students expressed their gratitude for the courses 
and all agreed that they benefited from them, especially in dialogue. 

UCMAS is a program of 10 levels of mental arithmetic for children between 6 and 13 years old. 
Around 120 kids were enrolled in the UCMAS program in 2019 at Bethlehem Bible College. The 
training prepares the children for the national competition on the abacus. Several students ranked 
impressively as champion, first runner up, and second runner up in their age groups.

The Community Training Department plans to establish a Spanish Program accredited by both 
the Palestinian Ministry of Education and the International Spanish Center. The program will be 
one year in duration with 30 credit hours. The Spanish course will consist of different levels fo-
cusing on the archaeological, historical and touristic concepts. This program will support the Tour 
Guide Department, as it will expand the opportunity for the students to have a second or third 
language. 
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       Star Bazaar Gift Shop and Bookstore 

Simulating a Palestinian bazaar experience, Bethlehem Bible College’s Star Bazaar Gift Shop and 
Bookstore is on the campus of BethBC and offers one-of-a-kind products that are locally sourced and 
fair-trade. The Star Bazaar helps support College operations and assists in funding our student schol-
arships. We have amazing products because of the partnership of our staff with local, marginalized 
artisans. By supporting fair-trade items and assisting with product development and marketing, not 
only can we offer our customers better prices, but we offer our vendors fair and improved remuner-
ation for their products, providing them with a stable income. The Shepherd Society has a platform 
to sell new products which are the result of their Microfinance Program. We support organizations 
that work with people who have physical and/or learning disabilities, such as the well-known L’Arche 
Community and Oasis Center.

It has been a very busy year in the Star Bazaar and through our online shop, so we are proud and 
thankful that we employed our first full-time Palestinian shop assistant in February 2019. We also 
have three students helping us in the shop as needed. In May we achieved another objective in mov-
ing the shop into the College’s main building. This move proved to be successful as we had a great 
influx in groups visiting the shop. We are proud to announce that we achieved a 5 Star rating and are 
rated Number 2 on TripAdvisor. In our online shop, we reached the next level with several successful 
promotions, and we have developed a relationship with a wholesaler who has a warehouse in the 
United States. We are now officially supplying him as he distributes to thousands of Christian shops 
all over the States. 

https://starbazaar.bethbc.edu/


THANK YOU!

We count the blessings of 2019 as we enter 2020. Each year brings us to a great-
er understanding of the work that the Lord is doing here locally in Palestine, but 
also how we are participating in other movements and initiatives throughout the 
world. Moving into 2020, we carry that same understanding, and we yearn to 
see what God has in store for Bethlehem Bible College in our ministry of train-
ing Christian leaders to serve in their communities, wherever the Lord may lead 
them. 

We are so thankful for our Lord who has led us in this journey step by step and 
provided for all of our needs. After 40 years, we are opening our doors to new 
students again and again in hopes of continuing our journey of faithfulness. It is 
with this understanding that our God can do immeasurably more than we can ask 
or imagine that we also remember and give thanks for our community of support 
and partners all over the world. That is why we are eager to share with you what 
2020 has in store for Bethlehem Bible College in our next annual report. Your 
partnership and support remain a crucial piece of the puzzle for this to become a 
reality. Thank you for taking the path of faithfulness with us! 

  International Development Offices
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Bethlehem Bible Co.

614-C South Business IH-35
New Braunfels, TX 78130

Tel: 830-708-7444

UK OFFICE
Hope Christian Trust
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Claverham, Bristol. BS49 4TB

United Kingdom
Tel: 01934 835521  or  07970968652

AUSTRALIA OFFICE
Bethlehem Hope Bible College

Bank Account: 
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A/C:150 778 876

CANADA OFFICE
Hope Outreach of Canada
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Canada
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